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BY Mike Moody 

PART 2 

How do you see the future of stamp 

collecting? 

Ever since I started in stamps people have said 

stamp collecting is in terminal decline: too 

many new issues, young collectors not 

interested because of TV, video games, 

computers etc – not so! However, the biggest 

stamp dealer in the country Royal Mail has a 

cash crisis.  If they stopped promoting new 

stamp products and stamp shows, like 

Stampex, it would be a problem.  Country 

trends tended to follow the economies of a 

country and the Far East and some E 

European countries had grown in popularity. 

 

Has the profile of stamp collectors 

changed? 

I don’t think stamp collectors have changed 

much over the years.  We are much the same 

as always, like old soldiers we just fade away 

and are replaced almost by clones.  Middle 

aged, professional people with enquiring 

minds and male dominated! 

 

Do you see a future for stamp clubs?  If 

so how.  

Salisbury is a successful club.  Salisbury is of 

course a prosperous city which attracts  

archetypal knowledgeable collectors: retired 

or mature service personnel, banking 

insurance and farmers.  I like to think your 

numbers have been helped by our modest 

success.  When asked if he had views on why 

the vast a majority of those who came to his 

shop were not members of a club he  
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speculated that it could be because they 

lacked some confidence perceiving that Stamp 

clubs were for philatelists and they were 

stamp collectors. 

 

Do you collect stamps yourself?  

I don’t collect stamps although it is still my 

passionate interest. However, I do collect 

other types of trivia and ephemera including 

clocks.  However it is difficult to collect and 

sell and I am probably too commercial to 

collect stamps.  If a collector came to the shop 

wanting something which was in my album I 

would sell it to him there and then.   

 

What advice would you give to collectors 

who wish to sell their collections? 

I think sensible collectors should find more 

than one quote.  Auctions are an expensive 

way of disposal as buyers and seller’s 

premiums are high. 

 

 

 

 

 



PROGRAMME 2009 

14th January 2009 Members‟ Evening including Postcards (please return   

competition cups). 

28th  January 2009   Society‟s Annual Auction. 

11th  February 2009 Club Successes at International Level – Paul Latham-Ward, 

Pat Campbell and Brian Cartwright 

24th  February 2009  Visit to Warminster Philatelic Society 

25th  February 2009 Annual Competition 9 sheets (Judge Julian Jones) followed 

by Members‟ other hobbies. 

4th  March 2009        Day Meeting same format as 1st October. 

Standing Display [John Campbell] “Danzig 1920 to 1939”. 

11th  March 2009  Visit by Southampton Philatelic Society. 

25th  March 2009   Chairman‟s Choice. 

8th  April 2009  Guest Speaker [Christine Earle] “The Post Office went to War” 

22nd  April 2009   Visit by Warminster Philatelic Society. 

5th  May 2009   Visit to Southampton 4 members 45 sheets each. 

13th  May 2009  A.G.M. followed by Members‟ Displays based on  

the letter „V‟. 

Mini-auctions and raffles on Members’ nights. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

 

26th to 28th February PHILTEX-The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat &  

    Elverton Streets, London SW1P 2QD 

11th March   STRAND STAMP FAIR-Royal National Hotel, Russell Sq. 

    London WC1H 0DG 

21st March    STAMP & POSTCARD FAIR-United Reform Church Hall,  

    Fisherton  Street, Sailisbury 

28th March   WESTBEX 2009-Kennet School, Stoney Lane, Thatcham 

15th April   STRAND STAMP FAIR-Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way  

    Russell Sq., London WC1H 0DG 

18TH April   FERNDOWN & WESTMOORS-Ferndown Community Centre. 

27th  June   STAMP & POSTCARDS FAIR- United Reform Church Hall, 

    Fisherton Street, Salisbury.  




